Media Statement
MSNJ Survey Shows Impacts To Patient Care

Page 2


 
[image: image1.wmf]


Two Princess Road



Lawrenceville, NJ 08648-2303



Phone:  609-896-1766



Web Site: www.msnj.org
Physicians Petition Board of Medical Examiners 
To Reduce Medical Liability Requirements

Petition Accompanies Delivery of 55,000 Patient Letters To Assembly Democrats

Lawrenceville, NJ, June 4, 2003 — Reducing mandated requirements of $1/$3 million in medical liability coverage would provide instant premium relief to all New Jersey physicians, according to a petition filed by the Medical Society of New Jersey to the State Board of Medical Examiners (BME).  The announcement of the petition coincided with a press conference, at which MSNJ representatives also presented more than 55,000 letters from patients urging the Legislature to pass effective reform to the medical liability system.

Insurance premiums have more than doubled since the establishment in 1997 of the BME mandates, with many physicians receiving increases approaching 200% in the last two years alone.  The state’s largest insurer is in the process of sending out its June/July renewals, which contain a baseline increase of approximately 43% for physicians with no claims, although many renewals are double the previous rate.

“New Jersey’s premiums have risen to the point where affordability precludes availability,” said Mark T. Olesnicky, MD, MSNJ President.  “We ask the BME to amend its regulations in one of two ways.  They can allow physicians to select a level of coverage that is economically reasonable for their practices.  Or, they can set coverage requirements at levels that are consistent with other state mandates, such as the $15,000/$30,000 requirements under auto insurance.

“All physicians and specialties have been hit by increased premiums, with many leaving the state, retiring early, or adjusting their practices in other ways that reduce access to care,” said Dr. Olesnicky.  “Immediate action by the Board would provide immediate relief to physicians, and therefore ensure continued access to care for New Jerseyans.”

Dr. Olesnicky anticipates addressing the BME at its June 11 meeting regarding this request.  The Board could take action in July.

Along with the immediate relief provided by lower5ed insurance requirements, MSNJ seeks long-term stabilization of the medical liability market through reforms.  In March, the Senate passed an amended version of A-50, supported by the medical community.  The main feature of the bill is a limit of $1 million in non-economic damage jury awards, which includes a limit of $300,000 on physician liability and potential recovery of an additional $700,000 from an Excess Liability Fund.  This does not affect economic damages.  The bill now awaits action in the Assembly, which favors subsidies to assist relatively few high-risk specialists that meet restrictive criteria. 

“Some members of the Assembly say we should compromise,” said Dr. Olesnicky.  “Physicians already compromised with the Senate bill on such areas as the amount of non-economic caps, statutes of limitations, and on assessments.  We cannot give in more with comprising and ability to stay in practice.”

Dr. Olesnicky noted the more than 55,000 patient letters from around the state, signed by men, women and senior citizens.  He also noted state and national public opinion polls that show strong support for limits on non-economic damages in order to stabilize the system.

“Thousands of these were sent individually by patients to MSNJ,” he said.  “These are from New Jerseyans who want their own doctor or a qualified specialist when needed.  They recognize that health care supersedes legal care.  The Assembly Democrats are not listening to the people of New Jersey — their constituents and our patients.  Instead, they are listening to the few trial lawyers who reap windfalls from the broken liability system.

“The Assembly leadership should do what’s right and vote on the Senate version of 
A-50 before they adjourn at the end of June,” challenged Dr. Olesnicky.

#  #  #

Founded in 1766, the medical Society of New Jersey is a voluntary association of physicians statewide, whose mission is improving the health of New Jerseyans and acting on behalf of its members in legislative and regulatory matters. 
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