	
	All for one 

The Dreyer Medical Group had more than 72 reasons to rally in Chicago 


	Jon Christofersen, MD, an urgent care and occupational medicine physician from suburban Chicago, didn’t just participate in the AMA’s recent medical liability reform rally, which drew attention nationwide to the crisis issue. He brought more than 70 of his fellow physicians with him.


	On Tuesday, May 13, Dr. Christofersen closed Dreyer Medical Group (of which he is chair of the Board), which maintains a 100 percent membership rate with the AMA. Seventy-two physicians boarded buses, while a handful of others used public transportation. To ensure patient care was not compromised, 30 physicians stayed behind to take call and the urgent care center remained open. 

“We saw the rally as a chance to possibly make a difference at the federal level,” he said, “and we decided the best way was to close the clinic, even though it raises overhead and means we might make less at the end of the year.” Plain and simple, “This is just an extremely important issue.” 
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Jon Christofersen, MD


	The AMA, through its National House Call campaign, joins medical societies nationwide to support physicians like Dr. Christofersen as well as physicians and patients around the country who are being negatively affected by the nation’s broken medical liability system. According to a recent AMA survey, 64.8 percent of America's high-risk specialists have made changes to their practices, including halting certain services. If physicians such as Dr. Christofersen stop offering services, patients can't get the care they need. 

So far, Dr. Christofersen, who sits on the AMA's Advisory Committee on Group Practice Physicians, said he has received nothing but positive support from patients who, he believes, understand the scope of the problem and its impact on the practice of medicine. He recalled attending court years ago to support a colleague who was being sued. “Most physicians have been sued, and it’s a horrendous experience, even when it’s quite clear there was no malpractice involved whatsoever.” 

“Horrendous” is a fitting description of our nation’s medical liability system. Skyrocketing medical liability premiums – $200,000 a year or more in some high-risk specialties – are forcing physicians to limit services, retire early, or move to a state with reforms where premiums are more stable. The crisis is threatening access to care for patients in states without liability reforms, including a reasonable cap on non-economic damages.
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AMA Chair-elect William G. Plested III, MD 
	That is why Dr. Christofersen and his colleagues joined more than 4,000 physicians, patients and professional medical staff at the rally, imploring federal legislators to pass meaningful medical liability reform now. The event was sponsored by the Chicago Medical Society, with additional support coming from the AMA, the Illinois State Medical Society and other organizations. Physicians from across the state came to share stories and remind lawmakers that medical liability reform is not about the cost of being a physician; it is what the crisis costs patients. Amid signs of "Preserve access to care" and "Will your doctor be there?" AMA Chair-elect William G. Plested III, MD, declared, "The doctors of Illinois are saying, 'wake up Chicago, wake up Illinois, wake up America...your health care is in crisis!’…We know how to stop the hemorrhaging – it’s called MICRA – and it works.” 


	In fact, MICRA has worked in California for more than 25 years. The MICRA law has been both fair to California patients and effective at stabilizing the state's medical liability system, saving California physicians more than $1 billion in liability premiums each year. MICRA works by safeguarding patients’ access to care through the following common sense reforms: 

· Allowing patients to recover unlimited economic damages such as future medical expenses and loss of future earnings while establishing a cap on non-economic damages, such as pain and suffering, of $250,000. 

· Allocating damages fairly, in proportion to a party’s degree of fault. 

· Maximizing the amount of money a jury awards to the patient—not the personal injury lawyer. 

On Thursday, March 13, the U.S. House of Representatives passed the HEALTH Act (H.R. 5), by a vote of 229-196-1. The AMA continues to work with the U.S. Senate on bipartisan legislation based on proven reforms. The Chicago rally—like other National House Call events—encourages physicians and patients to contact their U.S. senators and urge them to support reforms such as those in the HEALTH Act. 

The rally was a continuation of efforts that began in 2002, with rallies held by the Will-Grundy and Kankakee County Medical Societies. In March, Illinois became one of 18 states deemed by the AMA to be in full-blown crisis. Looking out at a mass of white coats, Dr. Plested said. "This [medical liability reform] is a battle in an ongoing war. And let me tell you – we are going to win this war." 

“I’m scared about my future as a physician,” said Vidya Krishnan, MD, a chief resident of internal medicine and an AMA Resident and Fellow Section member who attended the rally (and not a member of Dreyer Medical Group). “We’re trying to practice in an environment where lawyers and patients are being litigious as I’m trying to serve my patients. We’re doing this because we want to protect health care.”
http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/pub/article/3216-7683.html


