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Doctors demanding tort reform 

Thursday, June 19, 2003

By CARLY ROTHMAN 
TRENTON - One-hundred fifty Bergen County doctors kicked off "Operation Rolling Thunder" yesterday morning with a demonstration outside the state Assembly chambers in Trenton. 

A smaller group of about 50 doctors later moved the demonstration to the sidewalk outside the governor's mansion in Princeton Township. 

Operation Rolling Thunder is a week-and-a-half long sustained protest of what these doctors consider an injustice in New Jersey's medical malpractice tort law. 
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The doctors demand the Assembly pass a law setting a $300,000 limit to physician and insurer liability for noneconomic damages - compensation for pain and suffering. 
The proposal would not limit economic damages, which include compensation for lost wages, medical expenses and support services. 

The doctors say unlimited damages are driving up the cost of malpractice insurance. Last year alone, said Dr. Jeff Magnes, an anesthesiologist with Valley Hospital in Ridgewood, physicians' insurance rates increased by 40 to 100 percent, and he predicted another 20 to 40 percent increase in the coming year. 

Magnes said rising insurance rates are driving doctors out of New Jersey - some moving to other states, others choosing early retirement. 

The version of the bill already passed by the state Senate caps the noneconomic damages at $300,000. Protesters said that victory was won following a large demonstration by New Jersey doctors in February. 

Doctors from each county will take turns protesting in Trenton and Princeton for the next two weeks. Bergen County led off the demonstrations yesterday, and Essex County will protest today. 
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