Middlesex County Medical Society Member Alert

Grass Roots Job Action

Dear Members and Colleagues,                   
The profession of Medicine is in crisis. Skyrocketing medical liability premiums increased an average 41% in New Jersey last year, over 90% higher for obstetricians, radiologists and surgeons. Medicare cuts continue this year and MSNJ sued HMOs for delaying and denying payments, & deceptive business practices. Your support is imperative to take back control of Medicine from the HMOs and bureaucrats.   

It is reported that physicians throughout the state plan a series of job actions, refusing to provide non-emergent and non-urgent care beginning on Monday, February 3-5, 2003. The Medical Society of New Jersey strongly supports the efforts of these grass roots groups of physicians. Doctors will continue to treat emergencies and will provide necessary urgent and continuing care for those under active management during this time.  This dire situation will be re-evaluated each weekend by the various grass roots physicians, with strategies modified or expanded as needed.
I have been informed that individual physicians and physician groups throughout Middlesex County plan to rally at Saint Peter’s University Hospital on Monday, February 3 (10 AM), march again on Trenton’s State House Steps on Tuesday February 4, 2003 (10 AM) & Senator Vitale’s office in Woodbridge on Wednesday, February 5, 2003 to alert patients, legislators and the Governor of the onerous lottery-like jury awards and frivolous lawsuits. 

The Middlesex County Medical Society strongly supports these efforts and respects the rights of individual physicians who decide to restrict services that do not jeopardize patients. The Middlesex County Medical Society will provide resources to members emphasizing our resolve that legislative reform, a $250,000 cap on non-economic damages is the only effective way to eliminate skyrocketing medical liability premiums and frivolous lawsuits. 

The medical liability system is broken and as physicians continue to restrict their practices or leave the field of medicine, patient access to care will be severely limited in New Jersey. Visit www.mcmsnj.org, www.msnj.org, www.hcmsdoctors.org or call 732-257-6800 for details. 

Sincerely,

Michael J. Richardson, MD

President & Physician Advocate
MSNJ job action alert

Embarking on a job action sends a message -- one that can backfire unless it is conducted properly with concern for patients.  MSNJ is developing materials and other activities to assist physicians who are participating in the job action or sympathizing. Consider the below items in your preparations and communications with patients, the Legislature, the Governor and other key audiences.  Downloadable materials will be posted in Microsoft Word or PDF format.

Daily emails - A daily email will be sent to the 2,000 plus physicians and county executives on our mailing list.  The email will update members on what other physicians are doing so that you can then spread the word from there.
Blast faxes - As necessary MSNJ will fax its 8,000 members to update them on immediate happenings.
Ethical and legal support – MSNJ believes that physicians have the legal and ethical right to refuse to treat any patient so long as they do not deny emergency care or abandon a patient.  Each physician and specialty will have to make its own determination as to how to apply these parameters to their practices and specialties.
Specialty templates – The decision of what services to provide or withhold will be made by individuals and groups and may be specialty-specific.  MSNJ is not prepared to develop templates in this area but we will post those provided by others.  If your group develops such a template please forward it to us for distribution.
Scripts – MSNJ will develop scripts for your office staff to help them and you communicate with your patients about this issue.
Patient letter – MSNJ will develop a letter for patients to help them understand why you are taking this action and how it may impact them.  We will also prepare a notice to be posted on your door if your office is closed during the job action.
Hospital communication - MSNJ, working through the counties, will select physician leaders at each hospital who can coordinate their activities with one another.  MSNJ will set up conference calls among these physician leaders prior to and during any job action.
Rally – MSNJ will take the lead is setting up a rally in Trenton.  The tentative date will be February 4, 2003, the date of Governor McGreevey’s Annual Budget Address.  Details will be provided later, but reserve the date.
Other events – Many hospitals and counties are holding other media and advocacy events.  Many are planning to hold local rallies in their hospitals on Monday and to visit their legislators on Wednesday.  We will pass on any good suggestions.
Communications – MSNJ will continue to act as the primary voice of the physician community.  We ask that press calls are run through our offices, so that we can either arrange for appropriate physician spokespersons or help you prepare your response.  If your county has physicians who would be appropriate spokespersons, please let us know.  We also need to know the names and contact information of any physician who has been impacted by this crisis.  We need these stories!!!
Calls to the Governor and Legislature – MSNJ, together with the New Jersey Hospital Association and our other medical community allies have established a toll-free phone line for physicians, staff and their patients to call.  All callers will be forwarded to the Governor’s Office or to their legislators.  Physicians are asked to encourage patients to make these calls from their waiting rooms.  The number is 1-877- KEEP MDS.  This line will be activated on Thursday, January 23, 2003.
Mass mailings – MSNJ will engage in a mailing to New Jersey physicians to provide them with advocacy materials.  
County mailings – Some counties have expressed interest in mailing literature to their patients/voters in their county.  MSNJ will prepare an appropriate letter to be sent out.  We can also help you organize such a mailing.
Facts – MSNJ will prepare a fact sheet and bullet points for spokespersons and others to use.  These fact sheets will assist in communicating to the press and your patients.
Counties - MSNJ will coordinate all its activities with the Presidents and Executive Directors of each county.
Petition – MSNJ will prepare a sample letter for physicians and patients to send to the Governor and your legislators.

If there is any other information that you need or would like, please let us know and we will do our best to provide it to you.  MSNJ believes that the physician community speaks best when it speaks as one.  This is the time to come together and work toward our common goal – real reform that will have real impact on medical liability insurance premiums.
Visit www.mcmsnj.org or www.msnj.org for the latest information.
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